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Learning from yesterday…...

Finally something positive to report as global economies continue to strengthen following the end of the war in Iraq. Equity markets have rallied on improved earnings, resilient consumer confidence, lower oil prices, and significantly lower interest rates. And those low interest rates are making equity markets much more attractive, and continue to spur spending on both corporate and consumer levels. All of these catalysts are helping release some of the cash that had been waiting on the sidelines for the inevitable recovery. As investor sentiment picks up and more of this money hits the market, investors everywhere will continue to feel the benefits.

Thinking of tomorrow ……
Of course, no two recoveries are alike with different asset classes leading the way but no single class consistently outperforming the others. Continued volatility is to be expected which is why a long-term perspective and proper diversification are so important. Proper asset allocation for a given level of risk will maximize investment returns while minimizing the impact of market ups and downs on your portfolio. As a result,  you get more consistent rates of return that allow you to reach your objectives and sleep at night.

A great rate guaranteed for life?
Would you like to earn 7-10% GIC equivalent returns which are locked in for life? Would you like to leave a tax-free gift of your original investment to your loved ones when you die? If so, you or someone you know may wish to consider an Insured Annuity strategy. This unique approach is designed for people who are between 60 and 85 years of age, in good health, and considering a low risk investment like a GIC or bond fund investment…but who are also looking for a better investment return than GICs or bonds typically offer. 
Are you prepared for a life threatening illness? 
Cancer, coronary artery disease, heart attack or stroke. It’s a fact that one out of every three Canadians will contract a life-altering illness during his or her lifetime. But, with today’s advances in medical science, the chances of survival are greater than ever. But, will your finances survive? Few of us are prepared for the financial burdens that can threaten both our lifestyle and our security. Convalescence... Private nursing... Reduction or permanent loss of income.. Child care... Medical equipment or home refitting... Mortgage, heat, telephone, and other debt payments. Many people who survive a critical illness face a serious financial crisis as they attempt to recover. Now there is a solution that can take away the financial strain of surviving a critical illness. Give us a call if you'd like to look at some options. 

Whats your plan?
A good financial plan is much more than a simple investment strategy that takes into account your tolerance for investment risk. A financial plan should offer a comprehensive overview of your short-and long-term financial objectives, tax situation, and sources of income – both present and future. Once complete, a financial plan should provide a snapshot of your current financial situation and give you a roadmap that shows you how to achieve your future goals. But with today’s interest rates and uncertain equity markets, you are likely finding it a challenge to establish a retirement plan that will allow you to live the lifestyle you want, while still ensuring that you have enough money to last the rest of your life. A plan that provides access to your money when you need it, that can grow your savings without taking unnecessary risks. And a plan that protects the balance of your hard earned savings for your loved ones. We can help.
If you would like more information on these or any other financial concern,  please don’t hesitate to call. 
Regards,  Stephen
