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Heard of the Slight Edge Theory?  

It suggests that large differences in success are usually attributable to the “slight edge” of choosing one strategy over another. It may seem insignificant at the time but makes a big difference in the eventual outcome. For instance, if your meal choice proves a little unhealthy for a day or two, it probably won’t make any difference in the long run. But making that same mistake repeatedly over an extended period of time can have dramatic impact on your health. The same can be said about the health of your financial plan. Usually there are a lot of little things we can suggest that, by themselves in the short term seem insignificant, but over a lifetime can have a dramatic impact on how your life plan works out. Its important to remember that our advice can’t always have an immediate impact on your financial success, but over time even the smallest of adjustments can often make a big difference.
Like to receive an 18% return?
We're all looking for better returns these days, but sometimes the easiest investments are right under our nose. That means paying attention to all liabilities and loans that many of us have outstanding. Take your credit cards for instance. They often charge 18%,  sometimes as high as 28% interest charges, and yet many people overlook the potential savings of paying them off while desperately searching for better places to invest.
Take control of your own future! 
I recently attended an economic conference where countless speakers alluded to the inherent danger of continuing to rely on government to sustain our lifestyle in times of sickness and retirement. In the U.S. for instance, the federal government faces a $600 billion deficit, a $7.2 trillion debt, a $10 trillion underfunded Social Security program and a $30 trillion underfunded Medicare program. We see similar concerns expressed here in Canada with growing frequency which leads me to ask, how prepared are you to take responsibility for your own future? Are you paying more income tax than you should? How would you respond financially to a critical illness? Could your family survive financially without you? Do your investments match your objectives and risk tolerance? What will your retirement look like? Is your estate positioned to avoid unnecessary taxation? How current is your plan? Do you even have one? If you need to remove some of the uncertainty in your future, we may be able to help.

Cancer, heart attack, stroke? 
It’s a fact that one in three Canadians will be diagnosed with a life threatening illness during his or her lifetime. But, with today’s advances in medical science, the chances of survival are greater than ever. But will your finances survive? Critical Illness protection has been available in Canada for a few years now but due to recent underwriting changes and dramatically increasing claims experience across the country, all providers of this protection will be making some “very significant changes in pricing and benefits by the end of this year”. If you’re concerned about the impact a critical illness might have on your lifestyle and security, give us a call for additional information. And if you’d like to secure coverage before the anticipated price increases, I’d probably suggest you give us a call soon.

A great rate guaranteed for life?
Would you like to earn 7-10% GIC equivalent returns which are locked in for life? Would you like to leave a tax-free gift of your original investment to your loved ones when you die? If so, you or someone you know may wish to consider an Insured Annuity strategy. This unique approach is designed for people who are between 60 and 85 years of age, in good health, and prefer a lower risk investment like a GIC or bond …but are also looking for a far better return than GICs or bonds currently offer.  
How's your Estate plan? 
Thinking about death and putting off planning your estate - one is difficult and the other is very easy.  Together, if they’re ignored, the two can combine to create a very difficult situation for those you care about. Without careful planning, your estate may be tied up in the courts and the government could end up collecting more taxes than necessary. And, most importantly, you will not be the one deciding how your estate is distributed.

Are we missing something? 
In our continuing effort to exceed your planning and service expectations, I encourage you to complete our Client Survey available on our website or receive a copy by giving us a call. Although we continuously review our procedure and service standards for improvement, often the best ideas come from your suggestions. So if there's something you need, please let us know. 

Have a great day!     Stephen
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PS – Often clients have referred a friend or family member to us with a personal question about their own financial plan. It's no surprise that during continued times of uncertainty, people need the reassurance that comes from a second opinion. If you know someone in need of a little advice, have them give us a call and we’ll do our best to be of assistance.
